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Apartment for Rent
Call about an apartment and ask key questions.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Ahmed Looks for an Apartment
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Ahmed and his wife needed more space. Their baby was one year old. Their one-bedroom apartment 
was too small. Ahmed found a two-bedroom apartment for rent on Elm Street. It was near a school 
and a bus stop.

Ahmed called the property manager, Dan. He had his questions ready. The rent was fourteen 
hundred dollars per month. The security deposit was one thousand dollars. Water and trash were 
included. Cats were allowed. The first viewing time was not good for Ahmed, so he asked for a 
different time.

Ahmed will see the apartment on Saturday at four. He will bring his ID. If he likes the apartment, he 
can fill out an application that day. Ahmed is happy that he called and asked his questions.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Dan: Garden Apartments, this is Dan. Are you calling about the two-bedroom on Elm Street?
Ahmed: Yes, I saw it for rent online. Is it still available?
Dan: It is. It's a nice apartment, second floor, lots of light.
Ahmed: Great. How much is the rent?
Dan: Fourteen hundred per month.
Ahmed: And the deposit?
Dan: A security deposit of one thousand. You get it back when you move out, if everything is clean.
Ahmed: Are utilities included? Water, electricity?
Dan: Water and trash are included. Electricity is separate — you pay that yourself.
Ahmed: Okay. One more question. Are pets allowed? We have a small cat.
Dan: Cats are fine. There's a small pet deposit, two hundred, but no monthly pet rent.
Ahmed: That works. When can I see the apartment?
Dan: I can show it Saturday at ten in the morning.
Ahmed: Oh, I work Saturday morning. Could we do Saturday at four?
Dan: Saturday at four... yes, that works. Bring your ID, and if you like it, you can fill out an application 
the same day and move in on the first of the month.
Ahmed: Perfect. Saturday at four at Elm Street. Thank you, Dan!
Dan: See you then, Ahmed.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

available

a security deposit

per month

pets allowed

see the apartment

fill out an application

for rent

utilities included

move in
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  fill out an application       available       a security deposit       utilities included       for rent       move 

in       see the apartment       per month       pets allowed 

Dan: Garden Apartments, this is Dan. Are you calling about the two-bedroom on Elm Street?
Ahmed: Yes, I saw it (1) __________________________________ online. Is it still (2) 
__________________________________?
Dan: It is. It's a nice apartment, second floor, lots of light.
Ahmed: Great. How much is the rent?
Dan: Fourteen hundred (3) __________________________________.
Ahmed: And the deposit?
Dan: (4) __________________________________ of one thousand. You get it back when you move 
out, if everything is clean.
Ahmed: Are (5) __________________________________? Water, electricity?
Dan: Water and trash are included. Electricity is separate — you pay that yourself.
Ahmed: Okay. One more question. Are (6) __________________________________? We have a 
small cat.
Dan: Cats are fine. There's a small pet deposit, two hundred, but no monthly pet rent.
Ahmed: That works. When can I (7) __________________________________?
Dan: I can show it Saturday at ten in the morning.
Ahmed: Oh, I work Saturday morning. Could we do Saturday at four?
Dan: Saturday at four... yes, that works. Bring your ID, and if you like it, you can (8) 
__________________________________ the same day and (9) 
__________________________________ on the first of the month.
Ahmed: Perfect. Saturday at four at Elm Street. Thank you, Dan!
Dan: See you then, Ahmed.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. How did you find the place where you live now?
2. What questions are important when you look for an apartment?
3. What do you like about your neighborhood? What would you change?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about a time you moved to a new home, city, or country. Speak for one minute or 
more.
You can say: where you moved · why you moved · what was difficult · what was good

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Is it difficult to find a good apartment where you live? Why?
2. What are some good things about renting a home? What are some good things about buying a 
home?
3. Some apartment websites can answer questions and show video tours. Would you rent an 
apartment before you see it in person? Why or why not?

7  Now You Try — Call About the Apartment
Your family is growing, and your one-bedroom is getting small. 
Last night you found it: a two-bedroom on Elm Street, near the 
school, near the bus. The photos look clean and bright. You have 
your questions ready — rent, deposit, utilities, and one big one: 
the cat. You call the number.

  YOUR GOAL 

Make a time to see the apartment.
Scan the code and call Dan, an AI property manager at Garden 
Apartments. Practice every day this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=982673162615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the property manager. Student B is the caller. You want a one-bedroom, you 
have a small dog, and the first viewing time is not good for you.

A: Garden Apartments, this is ______________. Are you calling about the ____________________?

B: Yes, I saw it for rent online. Is it still ________________?

A: It is. It's a nice apartment.

B: How much is the rent?

A: ____________ per month. The security deposit is ____________.

B: Are ____________________? 

A: ________________ included. ________________ is separate.

B: Are pets allowed? We have ____________________.

A: ________________________________________.

B: When can I see the apartment?

A: ____________ at ________.

B: Oh, that is not good for me. Could we do ____________ at ________?

A: Yes, that works. See you then!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. for rent · 2. available · 3. per month · 4. A security deposit · 5. utilities included · 6. pets allowed · 7. 
see the apartment · 8. fill out an application · 9. move in
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