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Reporting a Car Accident
Describe an accident to a police officer.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Samir Reports a Car Accident
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Samir was driving home with groceries when another car hit the back of his car. He stopped and 
checked himself. Then he checked the other driver. No one was hurt.

Before the police officer arrived, Samir took photos of both cars. He and the other driver exchanged 
information. When Officer Daniels arrived, Samir explained what happened in order. First, the traffic 
light turned yellow and Samir stopped. Then the other car hit his back bumper. After that, both drivers 
moved their cars to the side.

Officer Daniels checked Samir's license and insurance. She wrote a police report and gave Samir the 
report number. Samir could get a copy in three business days for his insurance company.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Officer Daniels: First things first, is anyone hurt?
Samir: No one is hurt, officer. I'm okay — and I checked the other driver too. He's okay.
Officer Daniels: Okay, walk me through what happened.
Samir: Okay, in order. First, I was driving home on Grand Avenue, going about thirty.
Officer Daniels: Where exactly did it happen?
Samir: It happened at the corner of Grand and Ninth, at about five forty. The light turned yellow, so I 
stopped.
Officer Daniels: Then what?
Samir: Then the car behind me hit me — bang, the back bumper. After that, we pulled over and 
exchanged information.
Officer Daniels: Good. Describe the damage.
Samir: My back bumper is bent, one light broken. His front bumper too. I took photos of both cars.
Officer Daniels: Good photos. Your license and insurance card, please... thank you. You did the right 
things after the accident.
Samir: Thank you. What about a police report? My insurance company will ask for it.
Officer Daniels: I'm writing the report now. The report number is on this card — call and request a 
copy after three business days.
Samir: Report number, three business days. Thank you, officer.
Officer Daniels: Take care, sir. If you remember anything else, call the station and ask for me.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

damage

no one is hurt

where exactly

at the corner of

the back bumper

exchange information

take photos

my insurance card

a police report

three business days

Reporting a Car Accident (COAAP 24 · IL) · v4.0 · © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. · CC BY-NC 4.0 · eslvideo.com · Listen: youtu.be/fF3WYmSaEHI

https://youtu.be/fF3WYmSaEHI
https://eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=533161992627


5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  where exactly       exchange information       my insurance card       no one is hurt       three 

business days       at the corner of       take photos       damage       a police report       the back 

bumper 

Officer Daniels: First things first, is anyone hurt?
Samir: (1) __________________________________, officer. I'm okay — and I checked the other 
driver too. He's okay.
Officer Daniels: Okay, walk me through what happened.
Samir: Okay, in order. First, I was driving home on Grand Avenue, going about thirty.
Officer Daniels: (2) __________________________________ did it happen?
Samir: It happened (3) __________________________________ Grand and Ninth, at about five 
forty. The light turned yellow, so I stopped.
Officer Daniels: Then what?
Samir: Then the car behind me hit me — bang, (4) __________________________________. After 
that, we pulled over and (5) __________________________________.
Officer Daniels: Good. Describe the (6) ______________________.
Samir: My back bumper is bent, one light broken. His front bumper too. I (7) 
__________________________________ of both cars.
Officer Daniels: Good photos. Your license and (8) __________________________________, 
please... thank you. You did the right things after the accident.
Samir: Thank you. What about (9) __________________________________? My insurance 
company will ask for it.
Officer Daniels: I'm writing the report now. The report number is on this card — call and request a 
copy after (10) __________________________________.
Samir: Report number, three business days. Thank you, officer.
Officer Daniels: Take care, sir. If you remember anything else, call the station and ask for me.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. Have you or someone you know had a small car accident? What happened?
2. Why is it helpful to explain an accident in order: first, then, after that?
3. Why is using a phone while driving dangerous?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about a time something went wrong but ended okay. Tell the story in order. Speak 
for one minute or more.
You can say: first what happened · then what you did · who helped · how it ended

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why can a police report be helpful after a car accident?
2. What can drivers do to avoid using a phone while driving?
3. Some new cars can brake automatically. Would you trust this safety feature? Why or why not?

7  Now You Try — Report the Accident
Ten minutes ago you were driving home with groceries. Then — 
a bang from behind, glass on the street, your heart in your ears. 
You did everything right: stopped, checked yourself, checked the 
other driver. Nobody is hurt. You took photos of both cars and 
exchanged names. Now a police car pulls up, and Officer Daniels 
steps out with a notepad.

  YOUR GOAL 

Tell the story in order, describe the other car — and get the 
report number.
Scan the code and talk to Officer Daniels, an AI officer. Practice every 
day this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=895124032615

Reporting a Car Accident (COAAP 24 · IL) · v4.0 · © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. · CC BY-NC 4.0 · eslvideo.com · Listen: youtu.be/fF3WYmSaEHI

https://youtu.be/fF3WYmSaEHI
https://eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=895124032615


8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the officer. Student B has a different accident: a car hit your parked car and 
drove away — but a neighbor saw it and wrote the license plate.

A: First things first — is anyone hurt? OK, walk me through what happened.

B: No one is hurt. In order: first, ____________________________________.

A: Where and when did it happen?

B: It happened at ________________________, at about ________.

A: Then what?

B: Then ________________________________. After that, ______________________.

A: Describe the other car.

B: It was a ____________ ______________. The damage is ______________________.

A: Do you have photos? Documents?

B: Yes — I took photos, and here is my ____________ and ______________________.

A: I'm writing the report now. The report number is on this card.

B: Thank you, officer. My insurance company will ask for it.

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. No one is hurt · 2. Where exactly · 3. at the corner of · 4. the back bumper · 5. exchanged 
information (exchange information) · 6. damage · 7. took photos (take photos) · 8. insurance card (my 
insurance card) · 9. a police report · 10. three business days
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