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Meeting with an Adult School Counselor
Make a plan to reach your career goal.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Miguel Makes a Career Plan
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Miguel has worked in restaurant kitchens for ten years. He is a good cook, but he does not have a 
certificate. He wants to become a kitchen manager. Last week, he saw a sign for free career 
counseling at the adult school.

Miguel met with Mr. Park, a career counselor. Mr. Park said Miguel needs a food safety manager 
certificate. The class is eight weeks and meets two nights a week, so Miguel can keep working. Mr. 
Park also suggested an English class because the test has technical words.

Miguel signed up for both classes. They start next semester on September 3rd. Now Miguel has a 
clear plan: take the classes, pass the test, and earn the certificate. He is ready to work toward his 
career goal.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Mr. Park: Welcome! I'm Mr. Park, the counselor. Tell me, what kind of work would you like to do in the 
future?
Miguel: Thank you for meeting me. I have a career goal: I'd like to be a head cook — maybe a 
kitchen manager one day.
Mr. Park: Excellent goal. Tell me about your experience.
Miguel: Ten years in restaurant kitchens. I can cook everything. But I have no papers — no 
certificate.
Mr. Park: Your experience is important. For a kitchen manager job, you also need the food safety 
manager certificate.
Miguel: How long does it take to earn a certificate like that?
Mr. Park: The class is eight weeks, two nights a week. Night classes, so you can keep working.
Miguel: Perfect. Do I need better English first? Sometimes the big words are hard.
Mr. Park: Your English is good, but the test has technical words. I suggest two things together: the 
food safety class, and one class to improve your English.
Miguel: Two classes. Okay. When can I start?
Mr. Park: Next semester starts September 3rd. You can sign up for both classes today, right here.
Miguel: So the plan is: step one, sign up today. Step two, take the classes. Step three, pass the test 
and earn the certificate. Step four... kitchen manager.
Mr. Park: Step by step — exactly. And come back in October and tell me how it's going.
Miguel: I will. Thank you, Mr. Park. Now I have a clear plan for my goal.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

step

goal

a career goal

earn a certificate

night classes

improve my English

next semester

sign up for

take a class

step by step
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  earn a certificate       goal       improve my English       next semester       take a class       a career 

goal       step by step       night classes       sign up for       step 

Mr. Park: Welcome! I'm Mr. Park, the counselor. Tell me, what kind of work would you like to do in the 
future?
Miguel: Thank you for meeting me. I have (1) __________________________________: I'd like to 
be a head cook — maybe a kitchen manager one day.
Mr. Park: Excellent (2) ______________________. Tell me about your experience.
Miguel: Ten years in restaurant kitchens. I can cook everything. But I have no papers — no 
certificate.
Mr. Park: Your experience is important. For a kitchen manager job, you also need the food safety 
manager certificate.
Miguel: How long does it take to (3) __________________________________ like that?
Mr. Park: The class is eight weeks, two nights a week. (4) 
__________________________________, so you can keep working.
Miguel: Perfect. Do I need better English first? Sometimes the big words are hard.
Mr. Park: Your English is good, but the test has technical words. I suggest two things together: the 
food safety class, and one class to (5) __________________________________.
Miguel: Two classes. Okay. When can I start?
Mr. Park: (6) __________________________________ starts September 3rd. You can (7) 
__________________________________ both classes today, right here.
Miguel: So the plan is: (8) ______________________ one, sign up today. Step two, (9) 
__________________________________. Step three, pass the test and earn the certificate. Step 
four... kitchen manager.
Mr. Park: (10) __________________________________ — exactly. And come back in October and 
tell me how it's going.
Miguel: I will. Thank you, Mr. Park. Now I have a clear plan for my goal.

Meeting with an Adult School Counselor (COAAP 14 · IL) · v4.0 · © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. · CC BY-NC 4.0 · eslvideo.com · Listen: 
youtu.be/Cs6se08Fl-E

https://youtu.be/Cs6se08Fl-E


6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. What was your first job? What did you learn?
2. What is one work or school goal you have?
3. Who gives you good advice about work or school?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about a career or education goal. What is your first step? Speak for one minute or 
more.
You can say: what your goal is · why you want it · what you need to learn · your first step

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why do some jobs require a certificate or license?
2. What can make it difficult for adults to go back to school? What can help?
3. Some websites can suggest jobs and classes. Would you use a website to help make a career 
plan? Why or why not?

7  Now You Try — Meet the Counselor
Ten years of kitchens — washing, chopping, cooking. You are 
good at your work, but you want more: a real certificate, better 
pay, maybe your own crew one day. On the wall of the adult 
school, a sign: 'Career Counseling — Free — Room 12.' Your 
appointment is today. Mr. Park opens the door and smiles.

  YOUR GOAL 

Leave the meeting with a step-by-step plan — and a first step 
with a date.
Scan the code and talk to Mr. Park, an AI counselor. Practice every day 
this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=307387912615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the counselor. Student B has a different goal: you want to work in an office, 
and you need computer classes first.

A: Welcome! I'm the counselor. What kind of work would you like to do in the future?

B: I have a career goal: I'd like to ________________________________.

A: Great goal. Tell me about your experience.

B: ____________ years of ______________________. But I have no ________________.

A: For that goal, you need ________________________________.

B: How long does it take?

A: ____________________, ________ nights a week.

B: When can I start?

A: Next semester starts ______________. You can sign up today.

B: So the plan is: step one, ____________. Step two, ____________. Step three, ____________.

A: Step by step — exactly. Good luck!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. a career goal · 2. goal · 3. earn a certificate · 4. Night classes · 5. improve your English (improve my 
English) · 6. Next semester · 7. sign up for · 8. step · 9. take the classes (take a class) · 10. Step by 
step

Meeting with an Adult School Counselor (COAAP 14 · IL) · v4.0 · © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. · CC BY-NC 4.0 · eslvideo.com · Listen: 
youtu.be/Cs6se08Fl-E

https://youtu.be/Cs6se08Fl-E

