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How Did You Get This Job?
Interview a nurse about her career path.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Sara Interviews a Nurse
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Sara's teacher asked the class to interview someone with a job they might want. Sara is interested in 
nursing. Her neighbor Rosa is a licensed vocational nurse, and Rosa agreed to answer Sara's 
questions.

Rosa went to an adult school training program for eighteen months. She studied at night and on 
weekends. The program cost about four thousand dollars, but financial aid helped. Rosa had two 
children and was thirty-two when she went back to school. It was difficult, but she finished the 
program, passed the exam, and got her license.

Rosa told Sara to start with one class, ask questions, and remember her goal. Sara wrote down the 
advice. After the interview, she understood the steps to become a nurse much better.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Rosa: Hi, I'm Rosa. I'm a licensed vocational nurse. Your teacher said you are researching careers. 
What would you like to know?
Sara: Thank you for your time, Rosa. First question: what is your daily work like?
Rosa: I work in a clinic near the park. I take care of patients all day: blood pressure, medicine, and 
questions.
Sara: I like that. How did you become a nurse? What training did you need?
Rosa: I finished a training program at the adult school. The next steps were: pass the exam and get a 
license.
Sara: How long did the program take? And the cost?
Rosa: It took me eighteen months, nights and weekends. About four thousand dollars — but there 
was financial aid, and my job today pays much more.
Sara: Eighteen months... Was it hard? You had children then, yes?
Rosa: Two children! I had to go back to school at thirty-two and study hard after work. Step by step. 
Some nights I cried in the parking lot. Then I passed.
Sara: You make me believe it is possible. Last question: what is your advice for me?
Rosa: Three things. Start with one class — just one. Ask nurses questions, like today. And when it 
gets hard, remember why you started.
Sara: One class, ask questions, remember why. I wrote it all down.
Rosa: Good notes! Come find me when you pass your exam. It is worth it, Sara.
Sara: Thank you, Rosa. My report will be the best in the class.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

work in a clinic

take care of patients

a training program

pass the exam

get a license

it took me

go back to school

study hard

step by step

it is worth it
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  go back to school       work in a clinic       take care of patients       study hard       it is worth it       

get a license       step by step       a training program       pass the exam       it took me 

Rosa: Hi, I'm Rosa. I'm a licensed vocational nurse. Your teacher said you are researching careers. 
What would you like to know?
Sara: Thank you for your time, Rosa. First question: what is your daily work like?
Rosa: I (1) __________________________________ near the park. I (2) 
__________________________________ all day: blood pressure, medicine, and questions.
Sara: I like that. How did you become a nurse? What training did you need?
Rosa: I finished (3) __________________________________ at the adult school. The next steps 
were: (4) __________________________________ and (5) 
__________________________________.
Sara: How long did the program take? And the cost?
Rosa: (6) __________________________________ eighteen months, nights and weekends. About 
four thousand dollars — but there was financial aid, and my job today pays much more.
Sara: Eighteen months... Was it hard? You had children then, yes?
Rosa: Two children! I had to (7) __________________________________ at thirty-two and (8) 
__________________________________ after work. (9) __________________________________. 
Some nights I cried in the parking lot. Then I passed.
Sara: You make me believe it is possible. Last question: what is your advice for me?
Rosa: Three things. Start with one class — just one. Ask nurses questions, like today. And when it 
gets hard, remember why you started.
Sara: One class, ask questions, remember why. I wrote it all down.
Rosa: Good notes! Come find me when you pass your exam. (10) 
__________________________________, Sara.
Sara: Thank you, Rosa. My report will be the best in the class.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. What job do you admire? What does that person do?
2. What can help a person continue when school or work is difficult?
3. Do you think adults can start a new career at any age? Why or why not?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about a job you had. Explain how you got it and what you learned. Speak for one 
minute or more.
You can say: what the job was · how you got it · one difficult thing · one thing you learned

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why is it helpful to talk with someone who already has the job you want?
2. Training takes time and money. What can help an adult complete a training program?
3. Technology is changing many jobs. What skills do you think workers will still need in the future?

7  Now You Try — Interview Rosa
Your teacher's assignment: interview someone with a job you 
want. You chose nursing — you have watched nurses work, and 
you have wondered: could that be me? Your neighbor Rosa is a 
licensed vocational nurse, and she said yes to your interview. 
Your notebook is open, your questions are numbered. She 
smiles: 'Ask me anything.'

  YOUR GOAL 

Learn her path — training, time, cost — and get her advice.
Scan the code and interview Rosa, an AI nurse. Practice every day this 
week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=145964552615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Interview each other about a job you know well — or a job you dream about. Take notes 
like a reporter.

A: Hi! You are researching careers, right? What would you like to know?

B: Thank you for your time. First: what is your daily work like?

A: I work ______________________. I ________________________ all day.

B: How did you get this job? What training did you need?

A: I finished ________________________. Then I ____________________.

B: How long did it take? And the cost?

A: It took me ________________. About ____________ dollars.

B: Was it hard?

A: ____________________________________. Step by step.

B: What is your advice for me?

A: ________________________________________.

B: I wrote it all down. Thank you!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. work in a clinic · 2. take care of patients · 3. a training program · 4. pass the exam · 5. get a license 
· 6. It took me · 7. go back to school · 8. study hard · 9. Step by step · 10. It is worth it
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