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The Census Taker at the Door
Answer census questions and ask about privacy.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — A Census Worker Visits Emil
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

On Saturday afternoon, someone knocked on Emil's door. The person had a badge, a bag, and a 
tablet. Emil was careful because he did not know the person. In his citizenship class, he had learned 
about the census, so he asked the worker some questions first.

The census worker explained why the count is important. Census numbers can affect money for 
schools, clinics, and buses. They also help decide representation in government. The worker said 
census answers are protected by law and are not shared with police, immigration, or landlords.

Emil answered the questions about his household. Five people lived in the home, including his mother 
Rosa. The visit took about ten minutes. Afterward, Emil told his neighbor what he had learned about 
the census and privacy.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Census Worker: Good afternoon! I'm with the U.S. Census Bureau. We are counting everyone in the 
neighborhood. Do you have about ten minutes?
Emil: Good afternoon. Before the ten minutes — I have my own questions first. Is that okay?
Census Worker: More than okay — I wish everyone asked. Go ahead.
Emil: First: why is the Census important? What does the count actually do?
Census Worker: Money and voice. Schools, clinics, buses are all funded by population. It's about 
government seats too. Uncounted people are invisible people.
Emil: Money and voice. Second question, the big one: who sees my answers? My information is 
private?
Census Worker: Protected by law. Answers cannot be shared — not police, not immigration, nobody 
— for 72 years. Breaking my oath means prison for me.
Emil: Prison for YOU, not me. Good system! Okay — I'm ready. Count us.
Census Worker: Ha! Thank you. How many people live in this home — everyone who sleeps here 
most of the time, including babies?
Emil: Five people live in this home. My wife and me, our two daughters, and my mother.
Census Worker: Five. Now names and ages, starting with you — first names are fine for my 
questions today.
Emil: Emil, 41. Vera, 39. Lina, 12. Mara, 9. And my mother Rosa, 68 — count her here, yes?
Census Worker: Yes — she sleeps here, she counts here. ...And done. Five people, now visible. 
Thank you for your time — and for the best questions on this street today.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

the Census

count everyone

funded by population

your information is 
private

protected by law

how many people

live in this home

about ten minutes

thank you for your 
time
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  funded by population       thank you for your time       protected by law       how many people       

about ten minutes       your information is private       live in this home       the Census       count 

everyone 

Census Worker: Good afternoon! I'm with the U.S. Census Bureau. We are (1) 
__________________________________ in the neighborhood. Do you have (2) 
__________________________________?
Emil: Good afternoon. Before the ten minutes — I have my own questions first. Is that okay?
Census Worker: More than okay — I wish everyone asked. Go ahead.
Emil: First: why is (3) __________________________________ important? What does the count 
actually do?
Census Worker: Money and voice. Schools, clinics, buses are all (4) 
__________________________________. It's about government seats too. Uncounted people are 
invisible people.
Emil: Money and voice. Second question, the big one: who sees my answers? (5) 
__________________________________?
Census Worker: (6) __________________________________. Answers cannot be shared — not 
police, not immigration, nobody — for 72 years. Breaking my oath means prison for me.
Emil: Prison for YOU, not me. Good system! Okay — I'm ready. Count us.
Census Worker: Ha! Thank you. (7) __________________________________ (8) 
__________________________________ — everyone who sleeps here most of the time, including 
babies?
Emil: Five people live in this home. My wife and me, our two daughters, and my mother.
Census Worker: Five. Now names and ages, starting with you — first names are fine for my 
questions today.
Emil: Emil, 41. Vera, 39. Lina, 12. Mara, 9. And my mother Rosa, 68 — count her here, yes?
Census Worker: Yes — she sleeps here, she counts here. ...And done. Five people, now visible. (9) 
__________________________________ — and for the best questions on this street today.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. What would you do before giving personal information to someone at your door?
2. Have you answered census questions here or in another country? What was it like?
3. Why is it important for a community to have a correct count of the people who live there?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about the people who live in your household. Speak for one minute or more.
You can say: how many people · who they are · how long they have lived there · what your 
neighborhood needs

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why does the census count all people who live in the country, not only citizens?
2. What information would help you trust a census worker?
3. Do you think an online census is easier than a visit to the home? Why or why not?

7  Now You Try — Answer the Census
A knock on a Saturday afternoon. Through the window: a 
stranger with a badge, a bag, and a tablet. Your first instinct, 
learned in another country, says don't open, don't count, don't 
sign. But your citizenship class covered this exact visit: the 
Census counts everyone, citizen or not, and the law locks the 
answers away for 72 years. You open the door — with your 
questions ready.

  YOUR GOAL 

Answer the household questions — and make HIM answer 
yours about privacy.
Scan the code and talk to the AI census worker. Practice every day this 
week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=470755462615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the census worker. Student B is different: your cousin sleeps on the couch 
some months. Does he count? Ask.

A: Good afternoon! I'm with the Census. Do you have about ten minutes?

B: First, I have my own questions. Why is the Census important?

A: The count decides ________________ and ________________.

B: And who sees my answers? Is my information private?

A: Protected by law. Your answers cannot be shared with ______________________.

B: Okay — I'm ready. Count us.

A: How many people live in this home?

B: ________ people: ________________________________.

A: Names and ages, please, starting with you.

B: ______________, ________. ______________, ________. And one question: does 
______________ count here?

A: ____________________________. And... done! Thank you for your time.

B: Thank you. Now our street counts too.

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. counting everyone (count everyone) · 2. about ten minutes · 3. the Census · 4. funded by 
population · 5. My information is private (your information is private) · 6. Protected by law · 7. How 
many people · 8. live in this home · 9. Thank you for your time
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