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Pickup Time: Talking with a Parent
Report a child's day to a parent — kindly and clearly.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Sonia Gives a Daily Report
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

At 5:25, Leo's mother came to Little Sprouts to pick him up. Sonia, his childcare teacher, needed to 
give a short report about Leo's day. She wanted to share both good news and one small problem.

Sonia said Leo played outside, ate most of his lunch, and took a nap for one hour and ten minutes. 
She was happy because Leo shared toys with Mia two times without being asked. This was good 
progress for him.

Sonia also told Leo's mother that he threw sand once when playtime ended. Leo helped clean it up, 
said sorry, and washed his hands. Sonia suggested giving Leo a five-minute warning before an 
activity ends. Leo's mother decided to try the idea at home.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Leo's Mom: Hi there! I'm here to pick up Leo. How did he do today?
Sonia: He did great today — really. Ready for the full report?
Leo's Mom: Yes. I'm ready.
Sonia: Here's the morning: he played outside for an hour — the sandbox project, a serious highway 
for toy trucks.
Leo's Mom: A highway! That's my traffic-engineer husband's son, for sure. Did he eat? He's been 
picky at home.
Sonia: A good snack — apples and crackers, all of it. Lunch: rice and chicken, no broccoli. We didn't 
fight the broccoli.
Leo's Mom: Nobody wins the broccoli war. Did he take a nap? He fights it at home.
Sonia: He took a nap — one hour and ten minutes. He may be a little tired at bedtime anyway; the 
sandbox highway was hard work.
Leo's Mom: Ha! Good. And with the other kids? Last month there was the toy-grabbing phase...
Sonia: Big progress. He shared toys with Mia twice today — nobody asking. They get along really 
well now.
Leo's Mom: Twice! Okay, that's growth. Is there anything else?
Sonia: One small thing. When playtime ended, Leo got upset and threw sand — once. He helped 
sweep, said sorry to Mia, washed hands. He recovered fast.
Leo's Mom: Threw sand... okay. Thank you for telling me straight — and for how you handled it. 
Should we do something at home?
Sonia: Try a five-minute warning before ending play time. Endings are hard when you're three — the 
warning gives feelings time to get ready.
Leo's Mom: Good idea. Thank you so much.
Sonia: My pleasure. He's a good kid with serious highway plans. See you tomorrow!

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

he did great

play outside

a good snack

take a nap

a little tired

share toys

get along

wash hands

see you tomorrow
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  he did great       see you tomorrow       a little tired       get along       a good snack       wash hands   

take a nap       share toys       play outside 

Leo's Mom: Hi there! I'm here to pick up Leo. How did he do today?
Sonia: (1) __________________________________ today — really. Ready for the full report?
Leo's Mom: Yes. I'm ready.
Sonia: Here's the morning: he (2) __________________________________ for an hour — the 
sandbox project, a serious highway for toy trucks.
Leo's Mom: A highway! That's my traffic-engineer husband's son, for sure. Did he eat? He's been 
picky at home.
Sonia: (3) __________________________________ — apples and crackers, all of it. Lunch: rice and 
chicken, no broccoli. We didn't fight the broccoli.
Leo's Mom: Nobody wins the broccoli war. Did he (4) __________________________________? He 
fights it at home.
Sonia: He took a nap — one hour and ten minutes. He may be (5) 
__________________________________ at bedtime anyway; the sandbox highway was hard work.
Leo's Mom: Ha! Good. And with the other kids? Last month there was the toy-grabbing phase...
Sonia: Big progress. He (6) __________________________________ with Mia twice today — 
nobody asking. They (7) __________________________________ really well now.
Leo's Mom: Twice! Okay, that's growth. Is there anything else?
Sonia: One small thing. When playtime ended, Leo got upset and threw sand — once. He helped 
sweep, said sorry to Mia, (8) __________________________________. He recovered fast.
Leo's Mom: Threw sand... okay. Thank you for telling me straight — and for how you handled it. 
Should we do something at home?
Sonia: Try a five-minute warning before ending play time. Endings are hard when you're three — the 
warning gives feelings time to get ready.
Leo's Mom: Good idea. Thank you so much.
Sonia: My pleasure. He's a good kid with serious highway plans. (9) 
__________________________________!
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. Why is it helpful for childcare workers to give parents facts about the day?
2. What kinds of questions do parents ask children after school or childcare?
3. Why can a warning help a child before an activity ends?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about a time you cared for a child. Share one fun moment and one difficult moment. 
Speak for one minute or more.
You can say: who the child was · the fun moment · the difficult moment · what you did

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Is it helpful to give good news before talking about a problem? Why or why not?
2. What skills and training do childcare workers need?
3. Some childcare centers send daily reports to parents by app. What information would you want in 
the report?

7  Now You Try — Do the Pickup Report
5:25 PM at Little Sprouts. You are the aide who knows everything 
that happened today: who ate what, who napped, who shared, 
and the one small thing about Leo that his mother should hear — 
said kindly, with facts, not drama. Here she comes through the 
gate, phone in hand, hurrying like all the five-o'clock parents. You 
have ninety seconds and a whole day to report.

  YOUR GOAL 

Give the good news with details — and the one concern with 
kindness.
Scan the code and talk to Leo's AI mom. Practice every day this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=936586162615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the parent. Student B reports a different day: the child was very quiet, didn't 
eat much, and you think he may be getting sick.

A: Hi! I'm here to pick up ________. How did ____ do today?

B: ____ did great today! Do you want the full report?

A: Yes please — ____ tells me nothing at home!

B: This morning, ____ ______________________. At snack, ____ ate ______________.

A: Did ____ take a nap?

B: ________________________. ____ may be a little tired tonight.

A: And with the other kids?

B: ____ ______________________ with ____________ today!

A: Wonderful. Anything else I should know?

B: One small thing, said kindly: ________________________________. We handled it by 
______________________.

A: Thank you for telling me straight. Should we do something at home?

B: Try ________________________________. See you tomorrow!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. He did great · 2. played outside (play outside) · 3. A good snack · 4. take a nap · 5. a little tired · 6. 
shared toys (share toys) · 7. get along · 8. washed hands (wash hands) · 9. See you tomorrow
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