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Mock Naturalization Interview
Practice the citizenship interview.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Farid Takes His Citizenship Interview
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Farid went to a federal building for his citizenship interview. He had been a permanent resident for 
seven years. He had studied the 100 civics questions many times. He remembered two important 
ideas: answer the question you are asked, and ask the officer to repeat a question if you do not 
understand.

The officer asked Farid to promise to tell the truth. Then the officer asked about his name, address, 
and permanent resident status. Farid explained why he wanted to become a citizen. He said, "My 
children were born here. I want the right to vote." Then the officer asked civics questions.

One question was difficult for Farid to understand. He said, "Could you please repeat the question 
more slowly?" The officer repeated it. Farid answered correctly. At the end, the officer told him, "You 
passed the interview. Congratulations." Farid was very happy.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Officer Brooks: Good morning. Please raise your right hand. Do you promise to tell the truth today?
Farid: Yes, I do. I promise to tell the truth.
Officer Brooks: Thank you, you may sit. Please state your full name and your address.
Farid: My name is Farid Nazari. My address is 118 Palm Street, apartment 4, San Marcos, California.
Officer Brooks: How long have you been a permanent resident?
Farid: Seven years. I received my green card in 2019.
Officer Brooks: And why do you want to become a citizen?
Farid: This is my home now. My children were born here. I want the right to vote.
Officer Brooks: A good answer. Now some civics questions. First: what do the stars on the American 
flag mean?
Farid: The fifty stars are the fifty states.
Officer Brooks: Correct. What is the supreme law of the land... and the freedoms in its first 
amendment?
Farid: I'm sorry — could you please repeat the question more slowly?
Officer Brooks: Of course — asking is always allowed. What is the supreme law of the land?
Farid: Thank you. The supreme law of the land is the Constitution.
Officer Brooks: Correct. Mr. Nazari, you answered everything well. You pass the interview today. 
Congratulations.
Farid: I... thank you, Officer Brooks. Seven years of flashcards — my daughter will not believe this.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

raise your right hand

tell the truth

a permanent resident

become a citizen

the right to vote

the American flag

please repeat

state your full name

pass the interview

congratulations
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  raise your right hand       tell the truth       pass the interview       state your full name       become a 

citizen       the right to vote       a permanent resident       please repeat       congratulations       the 

American flag 

Officer Brooks: Good morning. Please (1) __________________________________. Do you 
promise to (2) __________________________________ today?
Farid: Yes, I do. I promise to tell the truth.
Officer Brooks: Thank you, you may sit. Please (3) __________________________________ and 
your address.
Farid: My name is Farid Nazari. My address is 118 Palm Street, apartment 4, San Marcos, California.
Officer Brooks: How long have you been (4) __________________________________?
Farid: Seven years. I received my green card in 2019.
Officer Brooks: And why do you want to (5) __________________________________?
Farid: This is my home now. My children were born here. I want (6) 
__________________________________.
Officer Brooks: A good answer. Now some civics questions. First: what do the stars on (7) 
__________________________________ mean?
Farid: The fifty stars are the fifty states.
Officer Brooks: Correct. What is the supreme law of the land... and the freedoms in its first 
amendment?
Farid: I'm sorry — could you (8) __________________________________ the question more 
slowly?
Officer Brooks: Of course — asking is always allowed. What is the supreme law of the land?
Farid: Thank you. The supreme law of the land is the Constitution.
Officer Brooks: Correct. Mr. Nazari, you answered everything well. You (9) 
__________________________________ today. (10) __________________________________.
Farid: I... thank you, Officer Brooks. Seven years of flashcards — my daughter will not believe this.

Mock Naturalization Interview (COAAP 40 · IL) · v4.0 · © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. · CC BY-NC 4.0 · eslvideo.com · Listen: youtu.be/ibdZH0iNJXc

https://youtu.be/ibdZH0iNJXc


6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. Are you or someone you know studying for the citizenship interview? What is difficult?
2. When is it helpful to ask someone to repeat a question?
3. Which civics questions are easy for you? Which are difficult?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner why citizenship is important to you or someone you know. Or tell about an important 
test you passed. Speak for one minute or more.
You can say: why it matters · what you studied · who helped you · how you felt when you finished

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why does the citizenship interview include questions about U.S. government and history?
2. What can help a person feel ready for an important interview?
3. People can practice interviews with teachers, classmates, or AI tools. Which kind of practice helps 
you most? Why?

7  Now You Try — Do the Mock Interview
Federal building, third floor, a room with a flag in the corner. Your 
green card is seven years old; your study flashcards are soft from 
use. One hundred civics questions live in your head — 
presidents, wars, rights, stars, and stripes. Officer Brooks opens 
your file, and you remember the two rules you practiced: answer 
only what is asked, and if you don't understand — ask him to 
repeat. That is allowed. That is smart.

  YOUR GOAL 

Tell the truth, answer clearly — and ask for a repeat like a pro.
Scan the code and talk to Officer Brooks, an AI officer. Practice every day 
this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=826573752615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the officer. Student B answers with YOUR real information — and practice 
asking for a repeat at least once.

A: Good morning. Please raise your right hand. Do you promise to tell the truth?

B: Yes, I do.

A: Please state your full name and address.

B: My name is ______________. My address is ________________________________.

A: How long have you been a permanent resident?

B: ________ years.

A: Why do you want to become a citizen?

B: ________________________________________.

A: Civics question: ______________________________________?

B: I'm sorry — could you please repeat the question more slowly?

A: Of course. ______________________________________?

B: Thank you. The answer is ________________________.

A: Correct. You pass the interview. Congratulations!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. raise your right hand · 2. tell the truth · 3. state your full name · 4. a permanent resident · 5. become 
a citizen · 6. the right to vote · 7. the American flag · 8. please repeat · 9. pass the interview · 10. 
Congratulations
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