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Cultural Exchange Interview
Interview a classmate about her culture.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Carmen Interviews Amina
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

On Friday, the class had a culture interview activity. Carmen, who is from Peru, interviewed Amina, 
who is from Somalia. Carmen asked questions about language, food, and holidays.

Amina said her family speaks Somali at home. They eat bariis iskukaris at celebrations. She also 
talked about Eid. Her family celebrates for three days with new clothes, large meals, and visits with 
family. Amina misses her relatives during Eid, so they talk by video.

Then Carmen talked about her family in Peru and their Christmas traditions. Carmen and Amina 
noticed that their foods and holidays are different, but both families enjoy being together. They 
decided they would like to try each other's food one day.

Cultural Exchange Interview (COAAP 11 · IL) · v4.0 · © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. · CC BY-NC 4.0 · eslvideo.com · Listen: youtu.be/691NCuCo1_Q

https://youtu.be/691NCuCo1_Q
https://youtu.be/691NCuCo1_Q


3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Amina: Hi, I'm Amina, from Somalia. Ask me anything about my culture — then I want to hear about 
yours!
Carmen: Thanks, Amina! First question: what language do you speak at home?
Amina: Somali is my native language. I also speak Arabic and English — three languages in one 
kitchen!
Carmen: That's amazing. What is a traditional food from Somalia?
Amina: You must try bariis iskukaris — rice with meat and spices. We eat it at every celebration.
Carmen: It sounds delicious. What holiday is special in your culture?
Amina: Eid, after Ramadan! We celebrate a holiday for three days — new clothes, big meals, gifts for 
children.
Carmen: Why is it your favorite? Tell me about it.
Amina: Because the family comes together. In my country, the houses are full. Here, I miss my family 
on Eid — but we video call!
Carmen: And what about music?
Amina: We love to listen to music with the oud — it's like a guitar. My mother sings the old songs. 
Okay, now you! Tell me about YOUR culture.
Carmen: I'm from Peru. In my country, Christmas is also a big family holiday. The food and music are 
different, but family is important in both cultures.
Amina: That's interesting!
Carmen: Maybe our countries are not so different.
Amina: Yes! Next time, you bring Peruvian food and I will bring bariis.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

language

holiday

my native language

a traditional food

celebrate a holiday

in my country

miss my family

listen to music

tell me about

that's interesting
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  in my country       tell me about       language       listen to music       that's interesting       celebrate 

a holiday       a traditional food       miss my family       my native language       holiday 

Amina: Hi, I'm Amina, from Somalia. Ask me anything about my culture — then I want to hear about 
yours!
Carmen: Thanks, Amina! First question: what (1) __________________________________ do you 
speak at home?
Amina: Somali is (2) __________________________________. I also speak Arabic and English — 
three languages in one kitchen!
Carmen: That's amazing. What is (3) __________________________________ from Somalia?
Amina: You must try bariis iskukaris — rice with meat and spices. We eat it at every celebration.
Carmen: It sounds delicious. What (4) __________________________________ is special in your 
culture?
Amina: Eid, after Ramadan! We (5) __________________________________ for three days — new 
clothes, big meals, gifts for children.
Carmen: Why is it your favorite? (6) __________________________________ it.
Amina: Because the family comes together. (7) __________________________________, the 
houses are full. Here, I (8) __________________________________ on Eid — but we video call!
Carmen: And what about music?
Amina: We love to (9) __________________________________ with the oud — it's like a guitar. My 
mother sings the old songs. Okay, now you! Tell me about YOUR culture.
Carmen: I'm from Peru. In my country, Christmas is also a big family holiday. The food and music are 
different, but family is important in both cultures.
Amina: (10) __________________________________!
Carmen: Maybe our countries are not so different.
Amina: Yes! Next time, you bring Peruvian food and I will bring bariis.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. What is one tradition from your culture that you like?
2. When do you miss your home country or family most? What helps?
3. What food from your culture would you like your classmates to try?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about an important holiday or celebration in your culture. Speak for one minute or 
more.
You can say: what the holiday is · how you prepare · who is there · what you eat or do

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why is it helpful for classmates to learn about different cultures?
2. When people move to a new country, what traditions may they want to keep?
3. Translation apps can help people communicate. When are they useful? When is it better to speak 
the language yourself?

7  Now You Try — Interview Amina
Today in class, everyone becomes a reporter. Your teacher's 
assignment: interview a classmate about her culture, then share 
about your own. Your partner is Amina from Somalia — always 
smiling, always curious. She sits down across from you, ready. 
You look at your question list and begin.

  YOUR GOAL 

Learn about Amina's culture — and find one thing your 
cultures share.
Scan the code and interview Amina, your AI classmate. Practice every 
day this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=871169712615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. This time, interview each other for real — about YOUR cultures. Use the same questions, 
and find one thing your two cultures share.

A: Hi! Ask me anything about my culture, and then I want to hear about yours.

B: What language do you speak at home?

A: ________________ is my native language.

B: What is a traditional food from your country?

A: You must try ____________________. It is ______________________________.

B: What holiday is special in your culture?

A: ______________! We ________________________________________.

B: Tell me about it. Why is it special?

A: Because ________________________________________.

B: That's interesting! In my country, we also ____________________________.

A: Maybe our countries are not so different!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. language · 2. my native language · 3. a traditional food · 4. holiday · 5. celebrate a holiday · 6. Tell 
me about · 7. In my country · 8. miss my family · 9. listen to music · 10. That's interesting
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