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The Job Interview
Answer interview questions and ask your own.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Amadou Has a Job Interview
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Amadou had a job interview at a grocery store on Fifth Street. He wore a clean shirt and practiced 
talking about his work history before the interview. His teacher reminded him that an interview is a 
conversation. The employer asks questions, but the job applicant can ask questions too.

Amadou told Mr. Lee that he had three years of work experience. At his last job, the manager trusted 
him with the keys to open the store. Amadou said one of his strong points was being on time. He was 
available mornings, evenings, and weekends, and he could start right away.

At the end, Amadou asked about the pay and work schedule. The pay was $18.50 an hour, and the 
morning schedule was posted on Thursdays. Mr. Lee said the store would call that week. On Friday, 
Amadou got the call. He starts work on Monday.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Mr. Lee: Good afternoon, thanks for coming in. Please have a seat. Tell me a little about yourself.
Amadou: Thank you, Mr. Lee. My name is Amadou. I have three years of work experience in food 
stores — two years in my country, and one year here at a small market.
Mr. Lee: Good. What did you do at your last job?
Amadou: At my last job, I worked in the stockroom and at the register. I opened the store two 
mornings a week — the keys, the lights, the money drawer.
Mr. Lee: They gave you the keys? That says a lot. What would you say is your strong point?
Amadou: I get to work on time — always. In one year, I was never late. And I am friendly with 
customers, even at seven in the morning.
Mr. Lee: Ha! Seven a.m. friendly is a real skill. Are you looking for full-time or part-time?
Amadou: Full-time is my goal, but I can start part-time. I am available to work early mornings, 
evenings, and I can work on weekends.
Mr. Lee: Weekends are gold in this business. When could you start?
Amadou: I can start right away — Monday, or even tomorrow.
Mr. Lee: Good answer. Do you have questions for me? You should always ask.
Amadou: I have two. First: what is the hourly wage for this position?
Mr. Lee: Eighteen fifty to start, review after ninety days. And your second question?
Amadou: The schedule — what shift would I work, and when do I know my hours each week?
Mr. Lee: Mostly morning shift, six to two. The schedule comes out every Thursday. Amadou, I like 
your answers — we'll call you this week.
Amadou: Thank you for the interview, Mr. Lee. I hope to open this store's doors soon, too.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

work experience

my last job

a strong point

get to work on time

available to work

work on weekends

start right away

an hourly wage

thanks for coming in

full-time or part-time
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  start right away       a strong point       an hourly wage       thanks for coming in       available to 

work       work experience       my last job       work on weekends       full-time or part-time       get to 

work on time 

Mr. Lee: Good afternoon, (1) __________________________________. Please have a seat. Tell me 
a little about yourself.
Amadou: Thank you, Mr. Lee. My name is Amadou. I have three years of (2) 
__________________________________ in food stores — two years in my country, and one year 
here at a small market.
Mr. Lee: Good. What did you do at your last job?
Amadou: At (3) __________________________________, I worked in the stockroom and at the 
register. I opened the store two mornings a week — the keys, the lights, the money drawer.
Mr. Lee: They gave you the keys? That says a lot. What would you say is (4) 
__________________________________?
Amadou: I (5) __________________________________ — always. In one year, I was never late. 
And I am friendly with customers, even at seven in the morning.
Mr. Lee: Ha! Seven a.m. friendly is a real skill. Are you looking for (6) 
__________________________________?
Amadou: Full-time is my goal, but I can start part-time. I am (7) 
__________________________________ early mornings, evenings, and I can (8) 
__________________________________.
Mr. Lee: Weekends are gold in this business. When could you start?
Amadou: I can (9) __________________________________ — Monday, or even tomorrow.
Mr. Lee: Good answer. Do you have questions for me? You should always ask.
Amadou: I have two. First: what is (10) __________________________________ for this position?
Mr. Lee: Eighteen fifty to start, review after ninety days. And your second question?
Amadou: The schedule — what shift would I work, and when do I know my hours each week?
Mr. Lee: Mostly morning shift, six to two. The schedule comes out every Thursday. Amadou, I like 
your answers — we'll call you this week.
Amadou: Thank you for the interview, Mr. Lee. I hope to open this store's doors soon, too.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. Have you had a job interview in English? What was it like?
2. How do you prepare for an important interview?
3. What is one example that can show an employer you are responsible?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner how you would answer a job interview question about yourself. Speak for one 
minute or more.
You can say: your work experience · one strong point · when you can work · why you want the job

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why is it good to ask your own questions in a job interview?
2. What is a polite way to ask about pay or the work schedule?
3. Some companies use video or AI systems for first interviews. What could make this difficult for 
someone learning English?

7  Now You Try — Do the Interview
Clean shirt. Firm handshake. Two copies of your application, and 
your work history practiced in the mirror all week. The grocery 
store on Fifth is hiring, and the manager, Mr. Lee, has your 
resume on his desk. You remember your teacher's rule: an 
interview is not a test — it is a conversation, and you get to ask 
questions too.

  YOUR GOAL 

Show your experience and strengths — and ask about pay and 
schedule.
Scan the code and talk to Mr. Lee, an AI manager. Practice every day 
this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=506045702615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the manager. Student B interviews for a different job: a hotel housekeeping 
position, and you can NOT work Sundays.

A: Thanks for coming in. Tell me a little about yourself.

B: My name is ____________. I have ________ years of work experience in ______________.

A: What did you do at your last job?

B: At my last job, I ________________________________.

A: What is your strong point?

B: I ________________________________. And I ____________________.

A: When are you available to work?

B: I am available ____________________, but I can NOT work ____________.

A: When could you start?

B: I can start ________________.

A: Do you have questions for me?

B: Yes, two. What is the hourly wage? And ______________________________?

A: ________________ to start. ________________________. We'll call you this week!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. thanks for coming in · 2. work experience · 3. my last job · 4. your strong point (a strong point) · 5. 
get to work on time · 6. full-time or part-time · 7. available to work · 8. work on weekends · 9. start right 
away · 10. the hourly wage (an hourly wage)
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