
EL CIVICS · COAAP 72 · IL · EMPLOYMENT – CONSTRUCTION SAFETY

Hazard on the Jobsite
Report a serious danger fast and clearly.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Rafa Reports a Safety Hazard
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

At 7:40 in the morning, Rafa saw a dangerous open hole near the east wall of the jobsite. The hole 
was about two feet wide and four feet deep. Loose plywood partly covered it. Workers would soon 
walk near the hole while carrying large boards, so Rafa reported the hazard right away.

Rafa told the foreman the exact location and explained the danger. They made a quick safety plan. 
Workers put warning tape around the area, added a strong cover, and told the crew about the hole. 
The foreman also changed the path workers would use for the concrete work.

The concrete work started five minutes late, but everyone was safe. At the morning meeting, the 
foreman thanked Rafa for speaking up. The crew understood that a short delay was better than a 
serious injury.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Big Mike: Morning! We are pouring at eight, so make it quick. What's up?
Rafa: Quick and serious. Open hole, east wall, under loose plywood — right on the crew's walking 
path. A man carrying a board can't see it.
Big Mike: A man carrying a board can't see his own boots. Okay, you got my attention. How big?
Rafa: Two feet across, four feet deep. The plywood makes it look safe, but it is not safe.
Big Mike: 'Looks safe and isn't' — that's how people get hurt. What do you need?
Rafa: Three things: block it off with tape, screw down a solid cover, and tell the crew at the huddle.
Big Mike: Tape, cover, huddle — done, done, done. Grab tape from my truck, block it off now. Manny 
brings the cover.
Rafa: On it. And the pour path — do we move it, or is the block-off enough?
Big Mike: Shift the path five feet south, around the tape. I'll mark it. Anything else your eyes caught?
Rafa: Scaffold's good — checked at 7:30. One thing: the new guy keeps removing his hard hat. Hard 
hats don't have lunch breaks.
Big Mike: Ha! Using that line at the huddle. Good catch, Rafa. Safety first, pour second.
Rafa: Safety first, pour second. The tape goes up in two minutes, Mike.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

hole

how people get hurt

block it off

a solid cover

tell the crew

walking path

loose plywood

his hard hat

good catch

safety first

Hazard on the Jobsite (COAAP 72 · IL) · v4.0 · © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. · CC BY-NC 4.0 · eslvideo.com · Listen: youtu.be/Fe-FtIP6LWQ

https://youtu.be/Fe-FtIP6LWQ
https://eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=478353792627


5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  tell the crew       a solid cover       safety first       good catch       how people get hurt       hole       

block it off       his hard hat       loose plywood       walking path 

Big Mike: Morning! We are pouring at eight, so make it quick. What's up?
Rafa: Quick and serious. Open (1) ______________________, east wall, under (2) 
__________________________________ — right on the crew's (3) 
__________________________________. A man carrying a board can't see it.
Big Mike: A man carrying a board can't see his own boots. Okay, you got my attention. How big?
Rafa: Two feet across, four feet deep. The plywood makes it look safe, but it is not safe.
Big Mike: 'Looks safe and isn't' — that's (4) __________________________________. What do you 
need?
Rafa: Three things: (5) __________________________________ with tape, screw down (6) 
__________________________________, and (7) __________________________________ at the 
huddle.
Big Mike: Tape, cover, huddle — done, done, done. Grab tape from my truck, block it off now. Manny 
brings the cover.
Rafa: On it. And the pour path — do we move it, or is the block-off enough?
Big Mike: Shift the path five feet south, around the tape. I'll mark it. Anything else your eyes caught?
Rafa: Scaffold's good — checked at 7:30. One thing: the new guy keeps removing (8) 
__________________________________. Hard hats don't have lunch breaks.
Big Mike: Ha! Using that line at the huddle. (9) __________________________________, Rafa. (10) 
__________________________________, pour second.
Rafa: Safety first, pour second. The tape goes up in two minutes, Mike.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. Why is it important to give the exact location when you report a safety hazard?
2. Why was the loose plywood over the hole dangerous?
3. Have you ever seen an unsafe situation at work? What did you do?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about a job with a safety risk. Speak for one minute or more.
You can say: what the job was · the danger · one safety rule · what workers did to stay safe

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why might workers or managers sometimes hurry instead of stopping for safety?
2. Should a worker tell a coworker about a safety problem, or only tell the supervisor? Why?
3. Some jobsites use cameras or drones to find hazards. What can technology find? What still needs 
a worker's attention?

7  Now You Try — Report the Hazard
7:40 AM on the jobsite, twenty minutes before the concrete pour, 
and you just saw it: an open hole by the east wall, half-covered 
by loose plywood, exactly where the crew will walk carrying loads 
they can't see over. Big Mike hates delays. Big Mike hates 
hospitals more. You know how to talk to foremen: fast, clear, 
location first.

  YOUR GOAL 

Report the danger in under a minute — and get the area 
blocked before the pour.
Scan the code and talk to Big Mike, an AI foreman. Practice every day 
this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=59500752615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the foreman. Student B reports a different hazard: the scaffold on the north 
side is missing two crossbars.

A: Morning! We're busy today, so make it quick. What's up?

B: Quick and serious. There is ________________________ at ________________ — right where 
the crew walks.

A: How bad is it?

B: ________________________________. Someone will get hurt.

A: Okay, you got my attention. What do you need?

B: Three things: ________________, ________________, and tell the crew.

A: Done. Anything else?

B: One small thing: ________________________________.

A: Good catch. I'll handle it at the huddle.

B: Thanks. Safety first — I'll block it off right away.

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. hole · 2. loose plywood · 3. walking path · 4. how people get hurt · 5. block it off · 6. a solid cover · 
7. tell the crew · 8. his hard hat · 9. Good catch · 10. Safety first
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