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Before You Sign: Lease Questions
Ask questions about the lease before signing.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Elena Reads the Lease
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Elena found a new apartment. Before she could move in, the landlord, Ms. Vega, gave her a five-
page lease to sign. Some of the words were difficult. Elena remembered an important rule: do not sign 
a document you do not understand.

Elena asked questions about the lease. The security deposit was one month's rent. There was a fifty-
dollar late fee after the fifth day of the month. The landlord would pay for major repairs, but Elena 
would pay for damage she caused. To end the one-year lease early, Elena needed to give sixty days' 
written notice.

Ms. Vega answered Elena's questions and encouraged her to read the important parts carefully. 
Elena understood the rules, agreed to them, and signed the lease. Then Ms. Vega gave her the keys.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Ms. Vega: All right, here is the lease agreement. Take your time. Do you have any questions before 
we sign?
Elena: Yes, a few. Thank you. First, could you explain the deposit rules?
Ms. Vega: Of course. A security deposit is one month's rent. You get it back when you move out, 
minus any damage.
Elena: Okay. And if I pay late, what happens?
Ms. Vega: If the rent comes after the fifth, there is a late fee — fifty dollars.
Elena: I see. And repairs — who pays for repairs?
Ms. Vega: Good question. Big things — the heater, the roof, the pipes — I pay. Small things you 
break, you pay.
Elena: That sounds fair. And if I need to move out before the year ends?
Ms. Vega: This is a one-year lease. To end it early, you give notice — sixty days, in writing — and 
there is a fee of one month's rent.
Elena: Sixty days, in writing. Okay. Can I have a copy of the lease to read it carefully at home?
Ms. Vega: Absolutely. Never sign anything you haven't read. Take it home tonight.
Elena: Thank you. Actually... I read the important parts here, and my questions are answered. I'm 
ready. I agree — I'll sign the lease today.
Ms. Vega: Wonderful. Sign here, and here. Welcome to the building, Elena.
Elena: Thank you, Ms. Vega!

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

repairs

sign the lease

a security deposit

a late fee

give notice

in writing

who pays for

a one-year lease

move out

take your time
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  move out       repairs       who pays for       take your time       sign the lease       a late fee       a 

security deposit       give notice       a one-year lease       in writing 

Ms. Vega: All right, here is the lease agreement. (1) __________________________________. Do 
you have any questions before we sign?
Elena: Yes, a few. Thank you. First, could you explain the deposit rules?
Ms. Vega: Of course. (2) __________________________________ is one month's rent. You get it 
back when you (3) __________________________________, minus any damage.
Elena: Okay. And if I pay late, what happens?
Ms. Vega: If the rent comes after the fifth, there is (4) __________________________________ — 
fifty dollars.
Elena: I see. And (5) __________________________________ — (6) 
__________________________________ repairs?
Ms. Vega: Good question. Big things — the heater, the roof, the pipes — I pay. Small things you 
break, you pay.
Elena: That sounds fair. And if I need to move out before the year ends?
Ms. Vega: This is (7) __________________________________. To end it early, you (8) 
__________________________________ — sixty days, (9) 
__________________________________ — and there is a fee of one month's rent.
Elena: Sixty days, in writing. Okay. Can I have a copy of the lease to read it carefully at home?
Ms. Vega: Absolutely. Never sign anything you haven't read. Take it home tonight.
Elena: Thank you. Actually... I read the important parts here, and my questions are answered. I'm 
ready. I agree — I'll (10) __________________________________ today.
Ms. Vega: Wonderful. Sign here, and here. Welcome to the building, Elena.
Elena: Thank you, Ms. Vega!
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. Have you ever signed a lease or contract? What was it for?
2. Why should you ask questions before you sign a document you do not understand?
3. Who can help you read difficult English documents?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner about your home now or a home you remember. Speak for one minute or more.
You can say: where it is or was · who lives there · what you like · one problem

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why is it important to read a lease before signing it?
2. Do you think leases should use simpler language? Why?
3. A translation or AI tool can explain a lease in simple language. What else should you do before 
signing an important contract?

7  Now You Try — Ask Before You Sign
The apartment is perfect, and today is the day. The landlord puts 
the lease on the table — five pages, small letters, big words. Your 
pen is ready, but your teacher's voice is in your head: never sign 
what you don't understand. You have four questions. You ask 
them.

  YOUR GOAL 

Understand the lease before you sign.
Scan the code and talk to Ms. Vega, an AI landlord. Practice every day 
this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=528483852615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the landlord. Student B is the renter. It is a two-year lease with different 
numbers — and you have one more question: parking.

A: Here is the lease agreement. Do you have any questions before we sign?

B: Yes. First, could you explain ______________________?

A: ________________________ is ____________________. You get it back when you move out.

B: And if I pay late, what happens?

A: If the rent comes after the ________, there is ________________ — ________ dollars.

B: Who pays for repairs?

A: ________________________________________.

B: And I have one more question: ______________________________?

A: ________________________________________.

B: Thank you. I'm ready. I'll ______________________ today.

A: Wonderful. Welcome to the building!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. Take your time · 2. A security deposit · 3. move out · 4. a late fee · 5. repairs · 6. who pays for · 7. a 
one-year lease · 8. give notice · 9. in writing · 10. sign the lease
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