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Museum Docent Q&A
Ask about your city's history at the museum.

 LISTENING

1  Describe the Picture
Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

 YOU CAN SAY 

I can see...
There is... / There are...
He is... / She is... (+ing)
I think... because...

 THEN ASK EACH OTHER 

Where are they?
What's happening?
What happens next?

2  Reading — Lucia Visits the City Museum
Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Lucia's homework was to visit the City History Museum and bring one story back to class. A docent 
named Walt welcomed her and showed her old photographs and objects from the city's history.

Walt told Lucia that gold was found in the area in 1850. Many people came from different countries, 
and the town grew quickly. The Payómkawichum people were already living in the area. Later, when 
the gold was gone, many new residents left. Ana Reyes stayed and opened the first school in 1861.

Lucia decided to tell her class about Ana Reyes and the first school. On Friday, she shared the story 
with her classmates and told them the museum is free on Thursdays. Lucia enjoyed the museum 
more than she expected and decided to visit again.
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3  Dialogue
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next,  
fill in the missing words from memory!

 SPEAKING

Walt: Welcome to the City History Museum! I'm your docent today. Stop me anytime with questions. 
Shall we start with the Gold Rush room?
Lucia: Yes, please! I have homework: I need one good story to tell my class. What happened here a 
long time ago?
Walt: Then you came to the right room. In 1850, they found gold in the creek — right where the 
shopping center is now. Take a look at this old photograph.
Lucia: So many tents! Was the whole city tents?
Walt: For two years, yes — a tent city of five thousand people, from everywhere: Chile, China, 
Ireland, Mexico. The first people here, the Payómkawichum, watched their whole world change in one 
summer.
Lucia: From everywhere... like today. Who is an important person from that time?
Walt: My favorite? Ana Reyes. When the gold ended, everyone left — but she stayed and opened the 
first school, in this very building. Built in 1861.
Lucia: In this building? Is there a photo of her?
Walt: Yes — here she is. This photograph, the small woman with the big book.
Lucia: She stayed when everyone left... How did the city change after the gold?
Walt: Gold brought many people here quickly. Look on this map: the creek, the school, and the train 
station all changed the city.
Lucia: So you are saying that the gold started the city, but a teacher saved it?
Walt: Ha! Thirty years I give this tour, and that is the best summary I have heard. Any questions 
before the railroad room?
Lucia: No — I have my story. Ana Reyes, the teacher who stayed. My class is going to love her.
Walt: I'm glad you found a good story, Lucia. Come back Thursday. Admission is free.

4  Vocabulary
Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.

Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence

a long time ago

take a look

the first people here

the Gold Rush

built in

old photograph

on this map

changed the city

any questions
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5  What Do You Remember?
Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

 WORD BANK 

  the first people here       any questions       built in       changed the city       the Gold Rush       a 

long time ago       take a look       old photograph       on this map 

Walt: Welcome to the City History Museum! I'm your docent today. Stop me anytime with questions. 
Shall we start with (1) __________________________________ room?
Lucia: Yes, please! I have homework: I need one good story to tell my class. What happened here (2) 
__________________________________?
Walt: Then you came to the right room. In 1850, they found gold in the creek — right where the 
shopping center is now. (3) __________________________________ at this (4) 
__________________________________.
Lucia: So many tents! Was the whole city tents?
Walt: For two years, yes — a tent city of five thousand people, from everywhere: Chile, China, 
Ireland, Mexico. (5) __________________________________, the Payómkawichum, watched their 
whole world change in one summer.
Lucia: From everywhere... like today. Who is an important person from that time?
Walt: My favorite? Ana Reyes. When the gold ended, everyone left — but she stayed and opened the 
first school, in this very building. (6) __________________________________ 1861.
Lucia: In this building? Is there a photo of her?
Walt: Yes — here she is. This photograph, the small woman with the big book.
Lucia: She stayed when everyone left... How did the city change after the gold?
Walt: Gold brought many people here quickly. Look (7) __________________________________: 
the creek, the school, and the train station all (8) __________________________________.
Lucia: So you are saying that the gold started the city, but a teacher saved it?
Walt: Ha! Thirty years I give this tour, and that is the best summary I have heard. (9) 
__________________________________ before the railroad room?
Lucia: No — I have my story. Ana Reyes, the teacher who stayed. My class is going to love her.
Walt: I'm glad you found a good story, Lucia. Come back Thursday. Admission is free.
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6  Talk About It
 PART 1 · YOU AND THE STORY 

1. Have you visited a museum here or in your country? What do you remember?
2. Are there places in your community that you have never visited? Why not?
3. Who told you stories about your family or community when you were young?

 PART 2 · TELL YOUR STORY 

Tell your partner a story from the history of your city, town, or family. Speak for one minute or more.
You can say: when it happened · who was there · what changed · why people remember it

 PART 3 · WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

1. Why do cities have history museums?
2. Why is it important for museums to include stories from many different groups?
3. Some museums offer phone guides instead of a human guide. Which would you prefer? Why?

7  Now You Try — Tour the Museum
Homework with a twist: visit the City History Museum and bring 
back one story for the class. You almost skipped it — museums 
felt like places for other people. But the door is free on 
Thursdays, and inside, an old man with bright eyes and a name 
tag that says WALT is waving you toward a room full of gold pans 
and photographs. Maybe this city has been waiting to introduce 
itself.

  YOUR GOAL 

Ask about events, people, and change — and choose one 
story to retell.
Scan the code and talk to Walt, an AI docent at the City History Museum. 
Practice every day this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=637524822615
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8  Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the docent. Student B asks about a different room: the railroad room — who 
built the trains, and how did they change the city?

A: Welcome to the museum! I'm your docent. Stop me anytime with questions.

B: Thank you! What happened here a long time ago?

A: In ________, ________________________________. Take a look at this old photograph.

B: Who is an important person from that time?

A: ______________. ____ ____________________________________.

B: How did the city change?

A: First ____________, then ____________, then ____________.

B: So you are saying that ______________________________?

A: Exactly! Any questions?

B: No — I have my story: ________________________. My class will love it.

A: Come back anytime — Thursdays are free!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 · What Do You Remember?
1. the Gold Rush · 2. a long time ago · 3. Take a look · 4. old photograph · 5. The first people here · 6. 
Built in · 7. on this map · 8. changed the city · 9. Any questions
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