EL CIVICS - COAAP 75 - IL - EMPLOYMENT - PAY

A Question About My Paycheck ? LisTENING

Understand gross pay, net pay, and deductions.

1 Describe the Picture

Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

| can see... Where are they?
Thereis... / There are... What's happening?
He is... / She is... (+inQ) What happens next?

| think... because...

2 Reading — Amir Asks About His Paycheck

Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Amir received his first paycheck at a new job. He worked eighty hours at eighteen dollars an hour, so
his gross pay was 1,440 dollars. The amount on the paycheck was 1,238 dollars. Amir wanted to
understand why the numbers were different.

Chris in payroll showed Amir the pay stub. Gross pay is the money earned before deductions. The
deductions included federal and state taxes, Social Security, and Medicare. Net pay is the money left

after deductions. Chris and Amir also checked the work hours. The pay stub correctly showed eighty
hours.

Chris told Amir to check every pay stub and keep his own record of work hours. If he sees a mistake,

he should bring the pay stub and his records to payroll. Amir went home understanding the difference
between gross pay and net pay.
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Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next, ' SPEAKING
fill in the missing words from memory! =l

Chris: Hi, payroll, I'm Chris. What can | help you sort out with your paycheck?

Amir: Hi Chris. My first check: 80 hours times 18 is 1,440, but the check says 1,238. Here is my pay
stub — I circled the confusing lines.

Chris: Great! That helps! Look: the 1,440 is your gross pay — before anything comes out. Your math
is perfect. Then the deductions — the money that comes out: taxes, federal and state, plus Social
Security and Medicare.

Amir: So: 158 taxes, plus 44 Social Security and Medicare — my missing 202. And the 1,238 at the
bottom?

Chris: That's your net pay, the amount you receive after deductions. Gross pay is before deductions.
Net pay is after deductions.

Amir: Gross pay is before deductions, and net pay is after deductions. Next, can we check my hours
together? | keep my own record.

Chris: Sure. The stub shows 80 hours. What does your record say?
Amir: Week one: 40. Week two: 40. Notebook and stub agree. And this line, 'direct deposit'?

Chris: That means the money goes straight to your bank every two weeks — no paper check to lose.
Yours is set up right.

Amir: Every two weeks, straight to the bank. Last question: if one day | DO find a mistake on a check,
what do | do?

Chris: Come within thirty days with your stub and your notebook. We check together; if we owe you,
it's fixed next check.

Amir: Thirty days, bring the notebook. Now | understand where the deductions went.
Chris: Good. I'm glad the pay stub makes sense now. Come back anytime you have a question.

4 Vocabulary

Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.
Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence
a pay stub
gross pay
federal and state
net pay
check your hours
direct deposit
every two weeks
a mistake on

within thirty days

A Question About My Paycheck (COAAP 75 - IL) - v4.0 - © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. - CC BY-NC 4.0 - eslvideo.com - Listen: youtu.be/Cel1rM2DzB6s



https://youtu.be/Ce1rM2DzB6s
https://eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=530952082627

5 What Do You Remember?

Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

WORD BAN

every two weeks check your hours federal and state net pay direct deposit

within thirty days gross pay a mistake on a pay stub

Chris: Hi, payroll, I'm Chris. What can | help you sort out with your paycheck?
Amir: Hi Chris. My first check: 80 hours times 18 is 1,440, but the check says 1,238. Here is (1)
— | circled the confusing lines.

Chris: Great! That helps! Look: the 1,440 is your (2) —
before anything comes out. Your math is perfect. Then the deductions — the money that comes out:
taxes, (3) , plus Social Security and Medicare.

Amir: So: 158 taxes, plus 44 Social Security and Medicare — my missing 202. And the 1,238 at the
bottom?

Chris: That's your (4) , the amount you receive after
deductions. Gross pay is before deductions. Net pay is after deductions.

Amir: Gross pay is before deductions, and net pay is after deductions. Next, can we (5)
together? | keep my own record.

Chris: Sure. The stub shows 80 hours. What does your record say?

Amir: Week one: 40. Week two: 40. Notebook and stub agree. And this line, '(6)
"?

Chris: That means the money goes straight to your bank (7)
— no paper check to lose. Yours is set up right.

Amir: Every two weeks, straight to the bank. Last question: if one day | DO find (8)
a check, what do | do?

Chris: Come (9) with your stub and your notebook. We
check together; if we owe you, it's fixed next check.

Amir: Thirty days, bring the notebook. Now | understand where the deductions went.
Chris: Good. I'm glad the pay stub makes sense now. Come back anytime you have a question.
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6 Talk About It

1. Do you remember your first paycheck? What did you notice about it?
2. What is the difference between gross pay and net pay?
3. Why is it helpful to check the hours and deductions on a pay stub?

PART 2 . TELL YOUR STORY

Tell your partner about something important you learned about managing money. Speak for one
minute or more.

You can say: who taught you - one rule you follow - one mistake you learned from - what advice you
would give

PART 3 - WHAT DO YOU THINK?|

1. What are some common deductions you may see on a paycheck?
2. Do you think schools should teach students how to read a pay stub? Why?

3. If a company has no payroll office to visit, how should workers be able to ask questions about their
pay?

7 Now You Try — Visit Payroll

‘ ! Your first paycheck at the new job, and the math hurts: you

‘ multiplied your hours by your wage on the bus ride home, and the
check is two hundred dollars smaller than your answer. Your
cousin says 'that's just taxes, forget it.' But you don't forget
numbers — you ask about them. The payroll office is open until
four. You bring the pay stub and your bus-ride math.

50! YOUR GOA

Understand every line on the stub — and check your hours
together.

Scan the code and talk to Chris, an Al payroll clerk. Practice every day
this week!

Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=904198992615
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8 Write Your Own Dialogue

Work with a partner. Student A is the payroll clerk. Student B has a different question: your check is missing
four hours of overtime from Saturday.

A: Hi, payroll. What can | help you sort out?

B: My paycheck says , but my math says . Here is my pay stub.

A: Good that you brought it. This number is your gross pay — before anything comes out.
B: And these lines?

A: The deductions: they take out , , and

B: So my net pay is — what lands in my pocket. Can we check my hours together?
A: Read me your numbers.

B: Week one: . Week two: . Do they match your record?

A: . And your direct deposit is set up right.

B: Last question: if | find a mistake, what do | do?

A: Come within days with your stub and your record.

B: That makes sense now. Thank you!

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 . What Do You Remember?

1. my pay stub (a pay stub) - 2. gross pay - 3. federal and state - 4. net pay - 5. check my hours
(check your hours) - 6. direct deposit - 7. every two weeks - 8. a mistake on - 9. within thirty days
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