EL CIVICS - COAAP 39 . IL - GOVERNMENT - VOTING

At the Polling Place

Vote for the first time, step by step.

1 Describe the Picture

Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

YOU CAN SA THEN ASK EACH OTHER

| can see... Where are they?
Thereis... / There are... What's happening?
He is... / She is... (+inQ) What happens next?

| think... because...

2 Reading — Marisol Votes

Read silently. Then read with a partner.

It was election day. Marisol brought the sample ballot she had studied at home. She had become a
U.S. citizen and was voting in the United States for the first time. At the school gym, a poll worker
found Marisol's name on the voter list.

The poll worker, Gladys, explained the steps. Marisol checked her name, signed, and took her ballot
to the voting booth. Gladys showed her how to mark the ballot. She also explained that if Marisol
made a mistake, she could ask a poll worker for help or a replacement ballot.

Marisol checked her ballot carefully and put it in the ballot box. Then she received an "l Voted" sticker.
Outside, she called her mother to share the news. Marisol felt proud and happy.
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3 Dialogue

0
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next, ' SPEAKING
fill in the missing words from memory!

Gladys: Good morning, welcome! First time voting here? Let's find your name.
Marisol: Good morning. Yes — first time voting ever. Marisol Vega, V-E-G-A.

Gladys: First time ever! Oh, this is my favorite kind of morning. Let me check your name... Vega,
Marisol — here you are. Sign next to your name, please.

Marisol: Here? Okay. My hand is shaking a little. What are the steps after this?

Gladys: Three easy steps. | give you your ballot. You mark it in the voting booth — private, no hurry.
Then you drop it in the box by the flag.

Marisol: | studied a sample ballot at home. Is the real one the same?

Gladys: Same names, same order. Smart to study! Now, marking: fill in the bubble completely — a
full dark circle, not a check, not an X.

Marisol: Fill in the bubble, completely. And... what if | make a mistake? What if I mark the wrong
bubble?

Gladys: Then you stop and bring it to me. Don't erase, don't cross out. | take the spoiled one, and
you get a fresh ballot. You get three tries by law.

Marisol: Bring it back, get a new one. That takes away my fear. Okay — I'm ready for the booth.
Gladys: Take your time in there, honey. Democracy doesn't have a clock.
Marisol: ...Done. | checked it twice. Now | cast my vote — in this box?

Gladys: Right in the slot. ...And there it goes! Congratulations, first-time voter. Here is your | Voted
sticker — wear it big.

Marisol: Twenty-two years for this sticker. Thank you, Gladys. I'm calling my mother right now.

4 Vocabulary

Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.
Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence
first time voting
check your name
the voting booth
drop it in the box
a sample ballot
fill in the bubble
signh next to your name
a fresh ballot
cast your vote

an | Voted sticker
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5 What Do You Remember?

Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

WORD BAN

cast your vote the voting booth first time voting fill in the bubble a fresh ballot
an | Voted sticker check your name a sample ballot sign next to your name drop it in
the box

Gladys: Good morning, welcome! (1) here? Let's find your
name.

Marisol: Good morning. Yes — first time voting ever. Marisol Vega, V-E-G-A.

Gladys: First time ever! Oh, this is my favorite kind of morning. Let me (2)
... Vega, Marisol — here you are. (3)
, please.

Marisol: Here? Okay. My hand is shaking a little. What are the steps after this?

Gladys: Three easy steps. | give you your ballot. You mark it in (4)
— private, no hurry. Then you (5)
by the flag.

Marisol: | studied (6) at home. Is the real one the same?

Gladys: Same names, same order. Smart to study! Now, marking: (7)
completely — a full dark circle, not a check, not an X.

Marisol: Fill in the bubble, completely. And... what if | make a mistake? What if | mark the wrong
bubble?

Gladys: Then you stop and bring it to me. Don't erase, don't cross out. | take the spoiled one, and
you get (8) . You get three tries by law.

Marisol: Bring it back, get a new one. That takes away my fear. Okay — I'm ready for the booth.
Gladys: Take your time in there, honey. Democracy doesn't have a clock.

Marisol: ...Done. | checked it twice. Now | (9) —in this
box?
Gladys: Right in the slot. ...And there it goes! Congratulations, first-time voter. Here is (10)

— wear it big.

Marisol: Twenty-two years for this sticker. Thank you, Gladys. I'm calling my mother right now.
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6 Talk About It

1. Have you voted here or in another country? What was the experience like?
2. Why can a person feel nervous the first time they vote?
3. Who do you call when you have important news?

PART 2 . TELL YOUR STORY

Tell your partner about an important moment you waited a long time for. Speak for one minute or
more.

You can say: what you waited for - how long you waited - what happened - who you told

PART 3 - WHAT DO YOU THINK?|

1. Why do some eligible voters choose not to vote?
2. What can make voting easier for working adults?
3. Would you rather vote on paper or online? What would make you feel that your vote was secure?

7 Now You Try — Go Vote

Election day. In your pocket: the sample ballot you studied at the
kitchen table, with little pencil marks next to your choices.
Twenty-two years you waited for this — two countries, one
citizenship ceremony, and now a folding table in a school gym
with your name on a list somewhere. Your heart is doing
something funny. The poll worker looks up and smiles like she
has been waiting for you.

50! YOUR GOA

Check in, vote correctly — and know what to do about a
mistake.

Scan the code and talk to Gladys, an Al poll worker. Practice every day
this week!

Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=196974302615
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8 Write Your Own Dialogue

Work with a partner. Student A is the poll worker. Student B is different: you moved last month, and your name
is not on this location'’s list.

>

: Good morning, welcome! First time voting here? Let's find your name.

: Yes — first time voting! My name is . I can spell it:

: Here you are. Sign next to your name, please.
: What are the steps after this?

: | give you your ballot. You mark it in . Then you

: How do | mark it?

: Fill in the bubble — not a check, not an X.

: What if | make a mistake?

. You get a fresh ballot.

: That takes away my fear. I'm ready!

: Take your time. ...Congratulations! Here is your sticker.

W > T > W > W > W > W

: Thank you! | waited a long time for this.

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!

At the Polling Place (COAAP 39 - IL) - v4.0 - © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. - CC BY-NC 4.0 - eslvideo.com - Listen: youtu.be/EKIXKgLABvM



https://youtu.be/EKlXKgLABvM

Answer Key (teacher page)

5 . What Do You Remember?

1. First time voting - 2. check your name - 3. Sign next to your name - 4. the voting booth - 5. drop it in

the box - 6. a sample ballot - 7. fill in the bubble - 8. a fresh ballot - 9. cast my vote (cast your vote) -
10. your | Voted sticker (an | Voted sticker)
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