EL CIVICS - COAAP 21 . IL - COMMUNITY RESOURCES - PARENTING

Meeting the School Counselor ? LsTENING

Talk with the counselor about your child.

1 Describe the Picture

Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

YOU CAN SA THEN ASK EACH OTHER

| can see... Where are they?
Thereis... / There are... What's happening?
He is... / She is... (+inQ) What happens next?

| think... because...

2 Reading — Nadia Meets the School Counselor

Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Nadia found a note in her son Danny's backpack. It asked her to meet with the school counselor.
Nadia worried all week. She wondered if Danny was in trouble or if there was a problem with his
reading. Her neighbor told her that school counselors are there to help families.

At the meeting, Ms. Ortiz listened to Nadia's concerns. Danny was reading slowly and having trouble
with homework. Ms. Ortiz told Nadia about free tutoring after school and a reading test that could help
the school understand the problem. She also said she would talk with Danny's teacher.

Nadia and Ms. Ortiz made a plan. Danny would go to tutoring, the teacher would check his reading,
and the family would read together for ten minutes each night. They made another appointment for six
weeks later to check his progress.

Meeting the School Counselor (COAAP 21 - IL) - v4.0 - © 2026 ESL Video, Inc. - CC BY-NC 4.0 - eslvideo.com - Listen: youtu.be/tXyIWju4-9w



https://youtu.be/tXyIWju4-9w
https://youtu.be/tXyIWju4-9w

3 Dialogue

0 3
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next, ' SPEAKING
fill in the missing words from memory!

Ms. Ortiz: Hi, please come in. I'm Ms. Ortiz, the school counselor. Thank you for meeting me. |
wanted to talk to you about Danny. How is he doing?

Nadia: Well, | am worried about Danny. His reading is slow, and now he says he hates school.

Ms. Ortiz: I'm glad you told me — and please don't worry alone. Danny is a sweet kid. Tell me, how is
homework at home?

Nadia: Hard. He does homework at the kitchen table, but reading time is a fight. He gets angry, then
sad. | try to help, but my English...

Ms. Ortiz: You ARE helping — sitting with him every night matters. At school | see this: Danny is
smart, but reading is behind, and kids feel that.

Nadia: Yes. That is my fear. What help does the school have?

Ms. Ortiz: Two things. Free tutoring after school, Tuesdays and Thursdays. And a reading test to find
exactly where he needs help.

Nadia: And at home? What can | do?

Ms. Ortiz: Read in YOUR language too — any language builds reading. Ten minutes a night, short
and simple.

Nadia: Ten minutes, any language. | can do that. And you will talk to the teacher too?
Ms. Ortiz: Yes, we work together: tutoring, teacher, and home.
Nadia: Okay, that's a good plan.

Ms. Ortiz: Let's meet again in six weeks and look at his progress. Danny is going to be okay, Nadia.
Parents who come in are the reason kids grow. Thank you for coming.

4 Vocabulary

Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.
Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence
be worried about
at home
do homework
free tutoring
after school
talk to the teacher
work together
a good plan

a reading test
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5 What Do You Remember?

Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

WORD BAN

talk to the teacher do homework a good plan be worried about work together

after school free tutoring at home a reading test

Ms. Ortiz: Hi, please come in. I'm Ms. Ortiz, the school counselor. Thank you for meeting me. |
wanted to talk to you about Danny. How is he doing?

Nadia: Well, | am (1) Danny. His reading is slow, and now
he says he hates school.

Ms. Ortiz: I'm glad you told me — and please don't worry alone. Danny is a sweet kid. Tell me, how is
homework (2) ?

Nadia: Hard. He (3) at the kitchen table, but reading time
is a fight. He gets angry, then sad. | try to help, but my English...

Ms. Ortiz: You ARE helping — sitting with him every night matters. At school | see this: Danny is
smart, but reading is behind, and kids feel that.

Nadia: Yes. That is my fear. What help does the school have?

Ms. Ortiz: Two things. (4) (5)

, Tuesdays and Thursdays. And (6)
to find exactly where he needs help.

Nadia: And at home? What can | do?

Ms. Ortiz: Read in YOUR language too — any language builds reading. Ten minutes a night, short
and simple.

Nadia: Ten minutes, any language. | can do that. And you will (7)
too?

Ms. Ortiz: Yes, we (8) : tutoring, teacher, and home.
Nadia: Okay, that's (9)

Ms. Ortiz: Let's meet again in six weeks and look at his progress. Danny is going to be okay, Nadia.
Parents who come in are the reason kids grow. Thank you for coming.
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6 Talk About It

1. Did your parents meet with your teachers when you were a child? What was that like?
2. Why might a parent feel nervous before a school meeting?
3. What can families do at home to help children with reading?

PART 2 . TELL YOUR STORY

Tell your partner about a time you were worried about someone you care about and asked for help.
Speak for one minute or more.

You can say: who you were worried about - what the problem was - who you talked to - what
happened

PART 3 - WHAT DO YOU THINK?|

1. How can parents and schools work together to help a student?
2. What makes homework helpful for children? When can it become too much?

3. Some schools use reading apps for extra practice. What can an app do well? What does a teacher
still need to do?

7 Now You Try — Meet the Counselor

The note came home in Danny's backpack: 'Please meet with the
school counselor." All week you worried — is he in trouble? Is it
his reading? Is it you? Your neighbor said counselors are there to
help, not to judge. Today you sit outside Room 8, hands in your
lap. The door opens, and a young woman smiles like she means
it.

50! YOUR GOA

Share your worry, learn what the school offers — and leave
with a plan.

Scan the code and talk to Ms. Ortiz, an Al counselor. Practice every day
this week!

Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=725622592615
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8 Write Your Own Dialogue

Work with a partner. Student A is the counselor. Student B is a parent with a different worry: your daughter is
very quiet at school and has no friends yet.

>

: Hi, thanks for coming in. I'm the counselor. You wanted to talk about your child?

: Yes. | am worried about

: I'm glad you told me. How is it at home?

: Here is what | see at school:

: What help does the school have?
: We have and

: And at home? What can | do?

: | can do that. So we work together.

: That's a good plan. Let's meet again in . is going to be okay.

W > W > W P> W > W > W

: Thank you for meeting me.

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 . What Do You Remember?

1. worried about (be worried about) - 2. at home - 3. does homework (do homework) - 4. Free tutoring
- 5. after school - 6. a reading test - 7. talk to the teacher - 8. work together - 9. a good plan
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