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Pulled Over: Talking to a Police Officer ? ustENING

Stay calm and answer a police officer's questions.

1 Describe the Picture

Look at the picture with your partner. Take turns. Talk for one minute. Keep talking!

| can see... Where are they?
Thereis... / There are... What's happening?
He is... / She is... (+inQ) What happens next?

| think... because...

2 Reading — Ana Is Stopped by a Police Officer

Read silently. Then read with a partner.

Ana was driving home from work when she saw red and blue lights behind her. She felt nervous, but

she pulled over slowly, turned off the engine, rolled down the window, and kept her hands where the
officer could see them.

Officer Daniels asked for Ana's driver's license, registration, and proof of insurance. Ana told the
officer before reaching into the glove box. The officer said Ana had been driving fifteen miles over the

speed limit near a school zone and gave her a traffic ticket. She explained what signing the ticket
meant.

Ana asked, "What do | do next?" The officer explained the next steps listed on the ticket, including
how to get more information about payment or traffic school. The stop lasted about ten minutes. Ana
drove home carefully and watched the speed limit signs.
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3 Dialogue

0 .
Read with a partner. Read it again and switch roles. Practice it several times. Next, ' SPEAKING
fill in the missing words from memory!

Officer Daniels: Good evening. License, registration, and proof of insurance, please. Do you know
why | stopped you?

Ana: Good evening, officer. I'm not sure why. Here is my driver's license... my registration and proof
of insurance are in the glove box. May | open it?

Officer Daniels: Yes, go ahead, slowly.
Ana: Here you go. Here are all three.

Officer Daniels: Thank you. | stopped you because you were going fifty in a thirty-five. That's fifteen
over the speed limit.

Ana: I'm sorry, officer. | didn't see the sign. | was going with the other cars. | didn't know this street
was thirty-five.

Officer Daniels: It changes at the school zone back there. Where are you coming from tonight?
Ana: From work. I'm going home — | live on Maple Street, ten minutes from here.

Officer Daniels: All right. Please wait here. I'll be back in a few minutes.

Ana: Yes, officer. I'll keep my hands on the wheel.

Officer Daniels: Okay, Ms. Flores. I'm giving you a traffic ticket for the speed. Sign here — signing is
not saying you are guilty, it just says you received it.

Ana: | understand. May | ask one question? What do | do next? How do | pay a fine?

Officer Daniels: The instructions are on the back. You can pay online, by mail, or ask for traffic
school. You have thirty days.

Ana: Pay online or go to traffic school, thirty days. Thank you for explaining, officer.
Officer Daniels: You're welcome. Watch the school zone next time — and drive safely.

4 Vocabulary

Translate it, explain it, or use it in a sentence.
Word / Phrase Meaning My sentence
registration
a driver's license
proof of insurance
the glove box
the speed limit
a traffic ticket
sign here
pay a fine

drive safely
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5 What Do You Remember?

Fill in the missing words. Do not look back!

WORD BAN

the glove box drive safely  the speed limit pay a fine a traffic ticket a driver's

license proof of insurance sign here registration

Officer Daniels: Good evening. License, (1) ,and (2)
, please. Do you know why | stopped you?

Ana: Good evening, officer. I'm not sure why. Here is my (3)
... my registration and proof of insurance are in (4)
. May | open it?

Officer Daniels: Yes, go ahead, slowly.
Ana: Here you go. Here are all three.

Officer Daniels: Thank you. | stopped you because you were going fifty in a thirty-five. That's fifteen
over (5)

Ana: I'm sorry, officer. | didn't see the sign. | was going with the other cars. | didn't know this street
was thirty-five.

Officer Daniels: It changes at the school zone back there. Where are you coming from tonight?
Ana: From work. I'm going home — | live on Maple Street, ten minutes from here.

Officer Daniels: All right. Please wait here. I'll be back in a few minutes.

Ana: Yes, officer. I'll keep my hands on the wheel.

Officer Daniels: Okay, Ms. Flores. I'm giving you (6) for
the speed. (7) — signing is not saying you are guilty, it just
says you received it.

Ana: | understand. May | ask one question? What do | do next? How do | (8)
?

Officer Daniels: The instructions are on the back. You can pay online, by mail, or ask for traffic
school. You have thirty days.

Ana: Pay online or go to traffic school, thirty days. Thank you for explaining, officer.
Officer Daniels: You're welcome. Watch the school zone next time — and (9)
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6 Talk About It

1. Do you drive? How did you learn?
2. What helps you stay calm in a stressful situation?
3. What traffic rules here are different from traffic rules in your country?

PART 2 . TELL YOUR STORY

Tell your partner about a stressful moment when you needed to stay calm. Speak for one minute or
more.

You can say: where you were - what happened - what you did - how it ended

PART 3 - WHAT DO YOU THINK?|

1. Why is it helpful to know what usually happens during a traffic stop?
2. What are some ways cities try to reduce speeding?

3. Some places use cameras to give speeding tickets. What are some good and bad things about
this?

7 Now You Try — Handle the Traffic Stop

Red and blue lights in your mirror. Your heart jumps — but you
know what to do. You pull over slowly, turn off the engine, roll
down the window, and put your hands on the wheel. Your license
is in your wallet, the registration and insurance in the glove box.
The officer walks up. Stay calm. Be polite. You know your rights,
and you know the routine.

9 YOUR GOA

Get through the stop calmly — documents, answers, and one
good question.

Scan the code and talk to Officer Daniels, an Al officer. Practice every
day this week!
Cannot scan? Go to: eslvideo.com/cb.php?iframeid=222140882615
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8 Write Your Own Dialogue
Work with a partner. Student A is the officer. Student B is the driver. This time it is different: a broken tail light,

not speeding — and you get a warning, not a ticket.
A: Good evening. Do you know why | stopped you? License, registration, and insurance, please.

B: Good evening, officer. Here is my . My is in the glove
box. May | open it?

: Yes, go ahead, slowly.
: Here you go.

: | stopped you because

: I'm sorry, officer. | didn't

: From . I'm going

: I'm giving you a . Sign here.

: | understand. May | ask one question? ?

. Drive safely.

A
B
A
B
A: Where are you coming from?
B
A
B
A
B

: Thank you, officer.

Now practice your dialogue out loud. Switch roles!
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Answer Key (teacher page)

5 . What Do You Remember?

1. registration - 2. proof of insurance - 3. driver's license (a driver's license) - 4. the glove box - 5. the
speed limit - 6. a traffic ticket - 7. Sign here - 8. pay a fine - 9. drive safely
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